
Since 1996 three people have died when 
the structure supporting a basketball ring 
collapsed on top of them. These deaths 
occurred after the player held on to the 
basketball ring.

Basketball rings installed on home 
exteriors may not be able to support the 
player’s weight, making hanging or 
swinging on the ring extremely 
dangerous.

Fatal and serious 
injuries result from 
falling debris such as 
bricks and guttering. 

When placed under pressure from 
continual play, the installation can 
weaken.

Basketball rings and backboards installed 
on brick walls—found on many garages 
and above doors—are easily dislodged.

Check the structural soundness of any 
wall or post that a basketball ring and 
backboard is attached to. Ideally, a 
basketball ring and backboard should be 
fixed to a ‘hot dip’ galvanised steel post.

SAFETY 
GUIDELINES
Install a basketball ring and 
backboard safely

> Do not fix a basketball ring and 
backboard to brickwork.*

> Do not use a basketball ring and 
backboard mounted on brickwork.*

* Unless assessed as safe by a suitably 
 qualified person.

Fix the basketball ring and 
backboard to a ‘hot dip’ 
galvanised steel post

> A ring and backboard should be fixed 
to a ‘hot dip’ galvanised steel post

 —90 mm x 90 mm with a 5 mm wall 
thickness. Hot dipped galvanised steel 
has a longer life than ordinary 
galvanised steel, which helps to resist 
rusting at ground level.

> The post should be set at a minimum 
of 800 mm into a mass concrete 
footing of 500 mm x 500 mm 

 (or 500 mm diameter) by 
 one metre deep. 

> Follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions when attaching the 
basketball ring to the backboard, and 
the backboard to the post.

Check the condition of the 
installation

> Check the stability of the post, brick 
wall or any other supporting structure 
on a regular basis as the installation 
can deteriorate over time.

> Ensure that water does not pond at 
the post footing. This is especially 
important in salt water environments.

Consult a structural engineer if you have 
any doubt about the safety or stability of 
the installation.

SAFETY 
WARNING
Under the Trade Practices Act 1974, 
new basketball rings and backboards are 
required to carry warnings.

WARNING: IMPROPER 
INSTALLATION OR SWINGING ON THE 
RING MAY CAUSE SERIOUS INJURY 

OR DEATH

Permanently fixed to the backboard:

WARNING: SWINGING ON THE RING 
MAY CAUSE SERIOUS INJURY OR 

DEATH
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Important notice. The information in this brochure 
is general in nature and may not be relevant to your 
specific circumstances. While the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission has made 
every reasonable effort to provide current and 
accurate information, readers should be aware that 
the ACCC accepts no liability for any loss or damage 
whatsoever attributable to reliance upon any of that 
information. Nothing in this brochure should be 
taken to displace the need to seek professional 
advice. The ACCC recommends that users exercise 
their own skill and care with respect to its use.

For further information:  
ACCC Infocentre 1300 302 502
www.accc.gov.au
PO Box 1199 Dickson ACT 2602

Tell children to 
never hang or swing 
on the basketball ring

Remove unsafe basketball 
rings and backboards 
installed on brick walls

Accompanying the product 
at the time of sale:

Min 90 mm x 90 mm x 5 mm
thick galvanised steel post

500 mm
min

500 mm min concrete 
footing

SIDE VIEWTOP/PLAN

Ensure that water 
does not pond at 
base of post

800 mm
min

200 mm
min

Finished ground level

1 metre
min

Safe installation of basketball rings

Post and footing details.

BASKETBALL RINGS 
AND BACKBOARDS

Home installed basketball rings 
can be fatal when playing basketball

SAFETY 
ALERT

This campaign is supported by Basketball Australia
www.basketball.net.au

DEATH AND 
INJURY RISK 
WHEN
PLAYING
BASKETBALL

The guidelines for installation, safe use and 
maintenance of basketball rings was provided 
by the Building Commission of Victoria. 
This text cannot be reproduced without the 
consent of the Building Commission or the 
Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission.
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